
Berkhamsted	Strathspey	&	Reel	Club		
Minutes of the AGM held 26th April 2022 at Potten End Village Hall, Berkhamsted 

1. President’s Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

The President, Anne Newton, welcomed members to the AGM.  She gave a particular warm 
welcome to Colin Garrett, a long-standing member, honorary member, past president and teacher of 
our club. 

Apologies for absence were received from: Keith Anderson, Tom and Betty Arrol, Robert Bateson, 
Helen Bodsworth, Anne Bradbury, David Catterall, Jan and Steve Davies, Dawn Dorman, Fi 
Cummings, Joan Desborough, Ann and Dick Dodd, Pat Elliott, Ireen and Alan Goulding, Sarah and 
Malcolm Ferris-Lay, Janet and Ken Halse, Barbara Lambert, Christine and Chris Nevard, Di Stevens, 
Karen Thomas, Sue Waller, Emily Weaver, Gill Williams. 

2. Approval of the Minutes of the 2021 AGM 

Approval of the minutes: Proposed by Gerry Elliot, Seconded by Jeremy Newton. 

Agreed by all as a correct record and signed as such by the President. 

3. Matters Arising 
None 

4. Annual Report (circulated before the meeting) 

There were no questions.  The Secretary, Petula Martlew, was thanked for her report, and the report 
accepted by all present. 

5. Treasurer’s Report (plus the audited Income and Expenditure Accounts, all circulated before 
the meeting.) 

The Treasurer, Mike Aylward, summarised the main points of his report.  There were no questions. 
Mike was thanked for his report.   Approval of the report and accounts: Proposed by Andrew Brown, 
Seconded by Ruth Barrett and were accepted by all present.  

6. Annual Subscription 
Anne put forward the recommendation from the committee that there should be a rise of £1 in 
subscription, taking the annual subscription to £36.  

Bill Barr commented that “a £1 increase was neither here nor there” and that if an increase was 
needed then the annual subscription should be put up to £40.  Bill made the comment that £40 was 
excellent value for money for all members receive from the club throughout the year.  A view that 
was endorsed by those present.   

This consideration led to a proposal by Bill Barr that members’ subscription should increase to £40.  

The proposal was seconded by Ruth Barrett and put to the meeting.  It was accepted by an 
overwhelming show of hands. 



7. The Club’s Platinum Anniversary 

The club began the year with our very own tartan in place for 2022.   Anne reported several kilts, ties 
trews and fabric had been purchased by members and that several sashes and ties are still available 
for members to buy.    

The Highland Ball remains a key focus for our Platinum celebrations.  Anne explained some of the 
difficulties the committee faced with the hiring of a suitable hall and the change to the advertised 
timings.  It was agreed that a mailing to local clubs would be resent nearer the date of the ball 
reminding them of the change of venue for this year and noting the changes to timings. 

 

8. Charity for the year 2022 – 2023 

As there had been no proposals for a new charity for our club to support this coming year, Anne 
proposed that we support Lindengate for an extra year.   This proposal was overwhelmingly 
supported by members at the meeting.  Andrew Brown volunteered to arrange another visit to 
Lindengate for members following the success of the visit last year. 

 

9. Awards 
Anne expressed her thanks to the following members for their work and support: the committee; 
Marjorie Brown and Mike Aylward who have both reached the end of their tenure; Jane Rose and 
Malcolm Ferris-Lay who are both stepping down from the committee; all the teachers and 
musicians. 

Two bottles of wine were presented as a thank you from the club to each of: 

• the MCs for their hard work (on a voluntary basis) throughout the year, making our Tuesday 
club nights, and other events, so enjoyable: Robert Baker-Glenn, Andrew Brown, Gerry 
Elliott, Ken Martlew, Jeremy Newton, Brian Rose, Jane Rose, Carole Stoker and Stephen 
Webb;  

• Nick Brown for auditing our accounts. 

• Gerry Elliott for editing the Newsletter, sending out Bulletins etc. 

Anne presented Mike with a gift of a bottle of wine and a Garden Voucher, as a thank you on behalf 
of the club for his outstanding work as Treasurer over the past five years. 

Alistair Cuthbertson and Janet Ridgeway were presented with Honorary Life Membership for their 
service, support and commitment to the club over many years.  Alistair and Janet expressed their 
gratitude and heartfelt thanks to the committee. 

 

Anne presented Stephen Webb with the Bateson Medal for his continued, outstanding contribution 
to our club since its early beginnings.    Stephen conveyed his sincere gratitude and the honour he 
felt at receiving the award. 

 

 



 

10. Temporary Additional Ordinary Committee Member 

Anne sought permission from members to temporarily increase the number of ordinary committee 
members by one to assist in the management of the unfilled Events Secretary office.  This was 
agreed by all present. 

 

11. Election of Officers and Committee Members 
There were four vacancies, one for Treasurer and, if this role be taken up by a serving committee 
member, four ordinary committee members. 

    Nominee  Proposed by  Seconded by 

 Treasurer  Simon Cumming Andrew Brown  Jeremy Newton 

 Committee member   Ken Martlew  Dawn Dorman  Marjorie Brown 
Committee member   Clare Brown  Marjorie Brown  Sheila Ashman 
Committee member   Sally Dussek  Jane Wilde  Mary Harris 

There was just one nomination for each of the vacancies so these were elected without the need for 
a vote.  Anne alerted all present that as Simon was already a serving committee member there was 
still one vacancy. 

12. Appointment of Honorary Auditor 

Nick Brown agreed that, if re-elected, he would continue as auditor.  He was promptly elected. 

13. A.O.B.   

Garden Dances – Anne asked members if they would like the committee to continue to organise 
garden dances during the summer months.  Anne stressed that members do not need a large garden 
in order to host a dance.  Two thirds of members present gave a show of hands supporting the 
continuation of garden dances.  It was also decided to have a “Bring and Share” to manage catering 
at the dances.   

Bill Barr offered to host a dance at his new home in Northamptonshire.   

Club Lunches – Anne thanked Robert Baker-Glenn for his work in organising club lunches and walks 
in recent years.  Anne asked members whether they would like club lunches (with or without a walk) 
to continue and whether any member would like to take on the organisation this for the committee.  
Whilst club lunches were valued no one, at this time, volunteered. 

Club Laptop – Prior to moving away to Carlisle, Alan Goulding, kindly updated the laptop and 
installed new music.   Mike Aylward volunteered to undertake this role for which Anne thanked him. 

Stephen Webb offered his services as a proofreader for cribs and tickets. 

Jane Rose thanked Anne, on behalf of the club, for her excellent work as president over the last year.    

There being no other business Anne closed the meeting at 9.47pm. 


