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A Brief History

of |
Berkhamsted Strathspey and Reel Club

The seeds were sown at Oxford University over 50 years ago where Fergus Bateson
learnt Scottish Dancing. Back in Berkhamsted Chris and John Blaxter with Jeremy
Webster formed a steering committee which decided to form this club. Membership
was created by mustering their friends and relations. It included the three Totten
sisters (Ann, Bridget and Rose Mary), Alison Beck and Fergus and George’s younger
twin brothers Robert and Simon.

Under Fergus’s direction, the Club started to meet on Saturday nights in the town’s
Victoria School, then in Park View School. Next came Lord Brownlow’s private
waiting room at the back of the Railway Station - a cold and dirty place! The Club
finally moved to its present base of Potten End Village Hall in 1959, and by 1971 the

Club Night had moved to Tuesdays.

Our first Highland Ball was held in the Christmas holidays of 1952 with Skinner’s
Band. Most Club Members were at university, so they preferred this holiday period.
In 1964, mid-January became the favoured time for the Ball.

From its first Highland Ball, the Club has extended its activities to include Autumn or
Spring Dances, Special Club Nights and, in the summer, Garden Dances at members’
homes. In addition, Club Members have given many dancing demonstrations for local
organisations

over the years.

The venue for

our first Ball :
was the King’s
Arms Hall,

Berkhamsted.

Since then many
different venues
have been used,
but Ashlyns
School, which
was used for our
40® and 50®
Highland Balls,
has become
favourite. Demonstration Team 1973

The Club continues to meet regularly on Tuesday evenings at Potten End Village Hall.
All are welcome to join us there and at any of our special events.
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1. Albert’s Welcome to Potten End Jig 4x48
2. Anniversary Medley Strathspey 64+Reel 64
3. Ard Choille Strathspey 8x32
4. The Black Bear Reel 8x32
5. Blenheim Gardens - Reel 8x32
6. Children of the Briton Strathspey 3x32
7. Ian Hasnae Crossed the Braes Reel 8x32
8. John’s Jig Jig 8x32
9. Lady Fenella Fogarty Jig 8x32
10. Mrs. Litten’s Reel Reel 8x32
11. Mr. & Mrs. Munro Reel 8x32
12. Widdershins Jig 8x32

A CD, tape, or minidisc of the music for all these dances is available
Barbara Manning (violin) & Ken Martlew (Piano )
price £8

Further details of the recording or this booklet from the editor,
Ken Martlew - Tel.: 01442 261525, e-mail kenmartlew @ AOL.com
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